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fresh perpectives

Scott Shulman smiles as he shares the scrapbook created by 
his childhood sweetheart and wife, Hether, memorializing the 
family’s transition from life in Maryland to New Hampshire. 
An essay written by his daughter is tucked neatly into a plastic 
cover, preserving her teenage sentiments about starting over in 
a new town.

In 2002, Scott Shulman was at a crossroads. PC Connection 
had purchased the Maryland-based company where he was 
partner and Controller. Following the sale, Scott commuted 
between Maryland and Merrimack, New Hampshire, helping to 
facilitate relationships after the acquisition. It was time to think 
about next steps and a change of pace.

Scott had grown to enjoy New Hampshire and was thinking of 
buying a recreation business, explaining he “wanted to work 
with people who are happy.” One night, while looking online, 
Scott found a boat shop for sale in Rindge. Having been an 
avid boater for years, regularly exploring the Chesapeake Bay 
and teaching his daughter navigation skills, the decision was 
made. Out went the suits and ties. 

With a partner, Scott purchased the Monadnock 
Boat Store in Rindge in 2002 and a second 
Stoddard store in 2011, selling a variety of boats, 
motors, watercraft and other equipment, and 
providing service and storage. His accounting 
background, while important in running a 
small business, also helped in other ways. Scott 
decided to become a certified engine technician, 
a daunting process for someone without 
mechanical training, and made it through the 
program successfully explaining, “CPAs have the 
ability to learn complex and tedious tasks easily. 
Think about the tax codes!” 

Hether also experienced a career change. “In 
Maryland, I taught gifted and talented children,” 
she says. “After moving, I had to reinvent myself 
professionally.” She went on to earn a graduate 
degree in special education at Keene State 
University, and now works with students with 
learning disabilities. 

Moving to Monadnock 
A Tale of Two Families In 2010, and after sitting in traffic on the way 

to Block Island, Scott was ready for another 
challenge. He drove to Keene’s Dillant-Hopkins 
Airport and told the owners of Monadnock 
Aviation – Beth and Rick Bendel – that he’d 
like to learn to fly. Rick became Scott’s flight 
instructor and his new friend. “I adore them,” 
says Scott, proudly showing a photo of he and 
Hether on Block Island with the Bendels, both 
families having flown their own planes.

The Bendels had lived and worked in Florida 
for ten years and were also “tired of the rat 
race.” Rick was working as a federal agent 
with Immigration and Customs Enforcement. 
Beth, also a former federal agent, owned a real 
estate investment and development company. 
The couple wanted a career change and, as 
the parents of two young children, a different 

environment in which to raise them. “It was 
difficult to watch the news and protect our kids 
from what was going on,” explains Rick. 

Borrowing an RV, the family explored the 
eastern coast. “Everything was nice, but it 
wasn’t until we got to New Hampshire that 
we both felt it was right,” says Beth, looking 
to Rick. “We could have moved anyplace,” he 
adds, explaining that only in New Hampshire 
could he relax for the first time. “That told me 
I was in the right spot.” The family eventually 
chose Keene for economic soundness, family 
friendliness and safety, and moved in 2008. 

While looking at various business opportunities, 
the Bendels decided to pursue aviation. 
“We know planes and we know pilots,” Beth 
explains. “We both got started flying in the 

Wanna Learn to Fly? 

Monadnock Aviation is here to 
teach you. Open seven days a week, 
the Bendels have taught over 30 
students to become pilots. One of the 
best perks? Head to the beach, the 
mountains, or points further south in  
a fraction of the time to drive there… 
and the scenery is spectacular!

The cost to become a pilot is about 
$9000. The price does vary somewhat 
depending on how frequently you 
can fly and how quickly you master 
the skills. You can fly for recreation 
or profession, depending on your 
goals. The Bendels recommend that 
students fly at least once a week, and 
encourage flying three to four times a 
week for those seeking to finish in the 
most economical manner. 

“�There�is�serenity�in�the�Monadnock�Region�

that�is�difficult�to�put�into�words�and�brings�

to�mind�a�by-gone�era.”

By Karina Coombs

No Boat? And You 
Say You’re From New 
Hampshire...

Despite being a relatively small 
state in size, New Hampshire ranks 
6th in the country in boat density 
(boats registered per person). 
Approximately 100,000 boats are 
registered to a population of 1.3 
million residents.

Monadnock Boat Store sells Sylvan 
pontoon boats, Smokercraft fishing 
boats and Yamaha Waverunner jet 
skis. Proud of his relationship-based 
business, owner Scott Shulman 
not only gives out his cell phone 
number, he makes house calls!
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military for pleasure, and Rick really loved airplanes.” Monadnock 
Aviation opened in 2008 and offers flight training, scenic tours, car 
and airplane rentals, and jet concierge services, among others. 

While Beth runs the day-to-day operations within the terminal, 
Rick became a flight instructor. “I have grown into absolutely 
loving it,” says Rick about his career change. “I enjoy teaching 
people how to fly and seeing the light bulb come on when 
someone gets something after struggling.” 

As for their new community, the couple emphasizes it is “more 
in line with who we are.” The family enjoys camping and hiking 
and their children are able to safely walk down Main Street. 
More than just a business, the couple considers Monadnock 
Aviation an “unofficial welcome center,” explaining they meet 
everyone coming in by air. “Our feeling is we are here to 
promote Keene and the Monadnock Region,” says Rick. 

Moving to a new area and starting a business is not 
without risk, but both families are doing well personally and 
professionally. “I still marvel at the fact that we took a huge leap 
of faith and uprooted our lives and relocated,” says Hether. 
“There is serenity in the Monadnock Region that is difficult to 
put into words and brings to mind a by-gone era.” The Bendels 
are in agreement. “You couldn’t pick a better place to live or 
raise kids,” says Rick. “What a wonderful place to call home.” 

Monadnock Boat Store
28 Route 202 | Rindge, NH | 603-532-9800 
www.monadnockboatstore.com

830 Route 9 | Stoddard, NH | 603-847-9300

Monadnock Aviation
80 Airport Road | Keene, NH | 603-357-7600 
www.monadnockaviation.com

“�Other�places�were�nice,�but�it�wasn’t�until�

we�got�to�New�Hampshire�that�we�both�felt�

it�was�right,”�says�Beth.

If learning to fl y has been on your bucket 
list for way too long, the time has come!  
Get your wings at Monadnock Aviation.

www.MonadnockAviation.com
603.357.7600


